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A regular update of cases reported to Malawi Police covering 34 police stations in all 28 

districts of the country focused on cases of violence  and children in conflict with the 

law. 

1. Sexual violence includes rape, defilement, indecent assault, 
sexual offences. 
2. Economic abuse includes property grabbing, malicious damage, 
arson, failing to render necessaries.  
3. Child diversion means the referral of cases of child offenders 
away from formal court proceedings with or without conditions. 

921 
921 children were in 
conflict with the law and 
out of these 506 (55%) 
were diverted at police 
level during Q2 2020. In 
the same period of 2019, 
there were 871 children 
in conflict with the law 
and  575 (66%) of them 

were diverted3at police 
level.  

cases of children in 
conflict with the law 
were taken to court 
during Q2 2020, a drop 
from 193 during same 
period in 2019. 237 
cases were released on 
bail in Q2 of 2020, an 
increase from 116 
during the same period 
in 2019.   

184 

victims of sexual violence1 
were reported to the police 
between Apr and Jun 2020 
(Q2 of 2020), comprising 
11% of all cases reported. 
Almost the same number 
of cases were reported in 
Q2 of 2019 (during which 
484 cases were reported, 
constituting 18% of the 
total cases).  

479 

709 
victims of economic abuse2 were 
reported during Q2 2020, 
comprising 17% of all cases 
reported.  This represents an 
increase of 30% compared to the 
same period in 2019 (during 
which 546 cases were reported).    

665 
victims of physical violence were 
reported to the police during Q2 
2020, comprising 16 % of all cases 
reported. This represents a drop 
of 3 % compared to the same 
period in 2019 (during which 687 
cases were reported).  
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Figure 1:  Number of  victims of 
sexual violence  

 Figure 2:  Children in conflict with the law 
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1 TYPES OF VIOLENCE 
AND ABUSE 

From April to June 2020, a total of 4,248 (899 
girls, 380 boys, 2,214 women, 755 men) new 
cases of violence were reported at police 
stations across the country. Children 
constituted 30% (1,279 out of 4,248) of cases, a 
drop from 34% (937 out of 2,721) in Q2 of 2019. 
The most common type of violence reported 
was marital and interpersonal conflict (35%), 
followed by economic violence (17%), physical 
violence (16%), conduct likely to cause breach of 
peace (15%), and Sexual violence4 (11%). In 
comparison to the Q1 (January-March) 2020, it is 
notable that the share of the cases of marital 
and interpersonal conflict increased from 25% 
(1,069 out of 4,262) in Q1 to 35% (1,473 out of 
4,248) in Q2, 2020. Violence of any form was 
experienced most commonly amongst girls and 
women compared to boys and men (73% 
females, 27% males), a trend consistent over the 
years.  

The highest number of cases in Q2 of 2020 was 
recorded as 1,488 in May and the lowest record was in 
June at 1,365. A comparison of the data for the same 
period in 2019 shows that the highest number of cases 
were also recorded as 1,015 in May 2019 and the 

lowest record was in June at 7985  . Police formations 
are coordinated by four regional offices, and a spike 
can be observed in May both at Southern region and 
Eastern region, while the Central region shows a 
contrary trend with a drop in May. Many less cases 
were seen during Q2 in the Northern region with a 
slight upward trend.   
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 Figure 4:  Total number of victims over time  

 Figure 3:  Types of cases  

Coordinator for the Police Victim Support Unit in Mzuzu© UNICEF 
Malawi/2019/Moving Minds 

 

4. The total of defilement (7%), other sexual violence (2%), indecent assault (1%), and rape (1%). 

5. The increasing trend in May could be as a result of an increase in economic activity following harvest of farm produce. It has been observed 
that cases of domestic violence increase during this time.  



2 PROFILE AND TRENDS 

In Q2 of 2020, 77% of all sexual abuse cases involved child victims. Children constituted 17% of all physical 
abuse victims, and 24% of all economic abuse cases. Females accounted for 93% of all sexual violence cases, 
72% of all physical violence cases, and 84% of economic abuse cases. Children were victims in almost 30% of 
all violence cases. Compared to the Q1 2020, the percentage of female victims against the total cases slightly 
increased for sexual violence (from 91 % in Q1 to 93% in Q2), physical violence (from 69 % in Q1 to 72% in 
Q2), and for economic abuse cases (from 78 % in Q1 to 84% in Q2).  

Figure 5 shows the comparison between Q2 2020 and Q2 2019 by categories of cases. A notable rise was seen 
in 2020 for marital and interpersonal conflict, conduct likely to cause breach of peace, human trafficking, 
and abduction. Similarly, a slight increase can be observed for economic abuse, indecent assault, other 
sexual violence, and suicide. On the other hand, a slight drop can be seen for child neglect, defilement, 
physical abuse, and rape  

 Figure 5:  Types of cases in Q2 2019 and Q2 2020 

 Figure 6:  Types of cases in Q1 2020 and Q2 2020 

Figure 6 indicates the comparison between Q1 2020 and Q2 2020. Notably, a 38% increase of cases of marital 
and interpersonal conflict is seen in Q2 2020 compared to Q1 2020 and a 28% increase of cases of conduct 
likely to cause breach. A slight increase can be observed for human trafficking and suicide, however, there 
were less cases for other categories, including abduction, child neglect, defilement, economic abuse, 
indecent assault, other sexual violence, physical violence, and rape.  



3 CHILDREN IN CONFLICT 
WITH THE LAW 

A total of 921 (108 girls, 813 boys) children were in 
conflict with the law in Q2 of 2020. The total number is 
higher than the same period of 2019 (871), while 
significant drop can be observed compared to the Q1 
2020 (1,350). Of these, 506 (97 girls, 409 boys) were 
diverted at police level in the period. A total of 184 (10 
girls and 174 boys) children out of the 921 arrested 
were taken to court. In Q2 of 2019, the diversion rate 
was 66%, however, it dropped to 55 % in the same 

period in 20205.  The diversion rate was slightly higher 

in Q1 2020, which was 57 %.  

During Q2 2020, 623 children (68%) were dealt with 
within 48 hours, out of the 921 total arrested cases. In 
the same period of 2019, 545 (63%) out of 871 arrested 
children were dealt with within 48 hours. More cases 
were dealt within 48 hours in Q2 2020 with an 

increased rate from 63% (2019) to 68% (2020).  

 Figure 7:  Children in conflict with the law and  diverted in Q2 2020  Figure 8:  Children arrested and dealt  with within 48 hours in Q2 2019 
and Q2 2020  

6. The drop in diversion rate could be as a result of children being arrested on cases that can not be diverted according to the CCPJA 2010. 



4 LOCATIONS OF VIOLENCE 

In Q2 of 2020, Blantyre district reported the highest 
number of cases overall at 801, followed by Lilongwe at 
565, and Mangochi at 511. The lowest number of cases 
were reported in Likoma at 6. In contrast, in Q2 of 2019, 
the highest cases were recorded in Lilongwe district at 
783, followed by Blantyre district at 220. The lowest 
number of cases were also reported in Likoma at 6.  

The highest number of sexual violence cases during Q2 
of 2020 were recorded in Mzimba (n= 73), followed by 
Blantyre (n=62). The highest number of physical 
violence cases were reported from Lilongwe (n=108) 
followed by Blantyre (n= 71). The highest number of 
economic violence cases were reported in Blantyre 
(n=100) followed by Mangochi (n=86).  

Limitations: 

We rely on data sent by police located at 34 police 
stations across the country. Over the April to June 
2020 period, the reporting rate was quite high at 
87% (average of 30 out of 34 police formations 
reported), however, the data is subject to error 
given it relies on manual entry via SMS.  

For more information contact: 

For more information contact:  
 
Superintendent Andrew Bokosi, Child Protection 
Officer, National Police HQ, Lilongwe. Email: 
andrewbokosi@yahoo.com  
Nami Nakatani, Child Protection Officer, UNICEF 
Malawi. E-mail: nnakatani@unicef.org  

mailto:andrewbokosi@yahoo.com
mailto:nnakatani@unicef.org

